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BUSINESS REGULATION AND TAXATION CODE 
 

TITLE ONE - BUSINESSES AND LICENSING 
  301  Pawnbrokers and Secondhand Dealers 

303  Taxicabs 
305  Taxicab Driver's License 
307  Solicitors and Canvassers 
309  Transportation of Household Goods 
311  Special Events 
313  Business License 
314  Business Rentals  

 
TITLE THREE - BUSINESS TAXES 

  331  Earned Income Tax 
333  Business Privilege Tax 
335  Occupation Privilege Tax 
336  Emergency and Municipal Services Tax 
337  Realty Transfer Tax 
339  Mechanical Amusement Devices Tax 
341  Limited Tax Amnesty Program 

 
TITLE FIVE - ANNUAL TAXES 

350  Revenue (Charter Requirements) 
351  County Assessment Law  
353  Property Tax 
355  Residence Tax 

 
TITLE SEVEN -  FIRE INSURANCE ESCROW 

361  Fire Insurance Escrow 
362  Payment of Delinquent Taxes from Fire Insurance Proceeds 

 
TITLE NINE - FEES 

391  City Billing For Emergency Medical Services 
392  E911 Fees 
393  Public Works Fees 
394  Fees for Collecting Delinquent Accounts 

  395  Community and Economic Development Fees 
396  Transfer of Liquor License Fees 
397  Police Fees 
398  Fire Fees 
399  Finance and Human Resource Fees 
400 Park and Recreation Fees 

______________________________________________________ 
   

ARTICLE 301  PAWNBROKERS AND SECONDHAND DEALERS 
301.01  Reports to the Chief of Police 
301.99  Penalty 

_____________________________________________________ 
 

301.01  REPORTS TO CHIEF OF POLICE 
 All pawnbrokers, jewelers, or dealers buying secondhand jewelry, secondhand goods or coins shall make out and 
deliver to the Chief of Police or his designee at his office every Monday and Thursday before 10:00 A.M., a legible and accurate 
report of all articles taken in pawn or purchased during the preceding business days.  Such report shall be on a form furnished by 
the Chief of Police and shall contain an accurate description, as the form prescribes, of all articles taken in pawn or purchased, of 
the amount loaned on or paid for such articles and of the person pawning or selling the same.  The buyer shall require proof of 
identity and current address of anyone selling said items.  (12601 §1 4/4/84) 
 

301.99  PENALTY 
 Any person violating the provisions of this Article shall be fined not less than One Hundred ($100) Dollars but not more 
than Five Hundred ($500) Dollars or imprisoned not more than ninety (90) days or both.  (11995 §1 2/21/73; 14091 §1 6/6/03) 

____________________________________________________________________________ 
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ARTICLE 303 
TAXICABS 

 
  303.01  Definitions 
  303.02  Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity 
  303.03  Solicitation, Acceptance and Discharge of Passengers  
  303.04  Taxicab Stands 
  303.05  Enforcement by Police 
  303.06  Revocation of License 
  303.99  Penalty 
 

CROSS REFERENCES 
Reg of Vehicles for Hire - See 3rd Class §2602 (53 P.S. (§37602) 

Taxicab Driver's License - See Bus. & Tax 315; Taxicab License and Tax - See Bus. & Tax 325 
Vehicle Stopping and Parking - See Traffic - 531 

____________________________________________________ 
 

303.01  DEFINITIONS 
 The following words and phrases when used in this article shall have the meaning as set forth herein: 
 
 1.  Certificate shall mean a certificate of public convenience and necessity issued by the Public Utility Commission, 
authorizing the holder thereof to conduct a taxicab business in the City. 
 
 2.  Holder shall mean a person to whom a certificate of public convenience and necessity has been issued. 
 
 3.  Open stand shall mean a public place alongside the curb of a street or elsewhere in the City which has been 
designated by the Council as reserved exclusively for the use of taxicabs. 
 
 4.  Person shall include an individual, a corporation or other legal entity, a partnership and any unincorporated 
association. 
 
 5.  Taxicab shall mean a motor vehicle regularly engaged in the business of carrying passengers for hire and not 
operated on a fixed route. 
 
 6.  Taximeter shall mean a meter instrument or device attached to a taxicab which measures mechanically the 
distance driven and the waiting time upon which the fare is based.  (8610 §1 4/1/58) 
 

303.02  CERTIFICATE OF PUBLIC CONVENIENCE AND NECESSITY 
 No person shall operate or permit a taxicab owned or controlled by him to be operated as a vehicle for hire upon the 
streets of the City without first having obtained a certificate of public convenience and necessity from the Public Utilities 
Commission.  (8610 §2 4/1/58) 
 

303.03  SOLICITATION, ACCEPTANCE AND DISCHARGE OF PASSENGERS 
 A.  Solicitation of Passengers by Driver 
 
 No driver shall solicit passengers for a taxicab except when sitting in the driver's compartment of such taxicab or while 
standing immediately adjacent to the curb side thereof.  The driver of any taxicab shall remain in the driver's compartment or 
immediately adjacent to his vehicle at all times when such vehicle is upon the public street, except that, when necessary, a driver 
may be absent from his taxicab for not more than ten consecutive minutes.  Nothing herein contained shall be held to prohibit 
any driver from alighting to the street or sidewalk for the purpose of assisting passengers into or out of such vehicles.  
 
 B.  Prohibited Solicitation 
 
 No driver shall solicit patronage in a loud or annoying tone or voice or by sign of in any manner annoy any person or 
obstruct the movement of any person, or follow any person for the purpose of soliciting patronage. 
 
 C.  Receipt and Discharge of Passengers on Sidewalk Only 
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 Drivers of taxicabs shall not receive or discharge passengers in the roadway but shall pull up to the right-hand sidewalk 
as nearly as possible or, in the absence of a sidewalk, to the extreme right-hand side of the road and there receive or discharge 
passengers, except upon one-way streets, where passengers may be discharged at either the right or left-hand sidewalk, or side 
of the roadway, in the absence of a sidewalk. 
 
 D.  Cruising 
 
 No driver shall cruise in search of passengers except in such areas and at such times as shall be designated by 
Council.  Such areas and times shall only be designated when Council finds that taxicab cruising would not congest traffic or be 
dangerous to pedestrians and other vehicles. 
 
 E.  Additional Passengers 
 
 No driver shall permit any other person to occupy or ride in his taxicab, unless the person first employing the taxicab 
shall consent to the acceptance of additional passengers.  No charge shall be made for an additional passenger except when the 
additional passenger rides beyond the previous passenger's destination and then only for the additional distance so traveled. 
 
 F.  Refusal to Carry Orderly Passengers Prohibited 
 
 No driver shall refuse to convey any orderly person, upon request, provisions of this article to do so. 
 
 G.  Prohibitions of Drivers 
 
 It shall be a violation of this article for any driver of a taxicab to solicit business for any hotel, or to attempt to divert 
patronage from one hotel to another.  Neither shall such driver engage in selling intoxicating liquors, or solicit business for any 
house of ill repute, or use his vehicle for any purpose other than the transporting of passengers.  (8610 §3 4/1/58) 
 

303.04  TAXICAB STANDS 
 A.  Council is authorized and empowered to establish open stands in such places upon the streets of the City as it 
deems necessary for the use of taxicabs operated in the City.  Council shall not create an open stand without taking into 
consideration the need for such stands by the companies and convenience to the general public.  Council shall prescribe the 
number of cabs that shall occupy such open stands.  Council shall not create an open stand in front of any place of business 
where the abutting property owners object to the same of where such stand would tend to create a traffic hazard. 
 
 B.  Open stands shall be used by the different driver on a first come, first served basis.  The driver shall pull onto the 
open stand from the rear and shall advance forward as the cabs ahead pull off.  Drivers shall stay within five (5') feet of their  
cabs.  They shall not solicit passengers or engage in loud or boisterous talk while at an open stand.  Nothing in this article shall 
be construed as preventing a passenger from boarding the cab of his choice that is parked at open stands.  (8610 §4 4/1/58) 
 

303.05  ENFORCEMENT BY POLICE 
 The Police Department is given the authority and is instructed to watch and observe the conduct of holders and drivers 
operating under this article.  Upon discovering a violation of the provision of this article, the Police Department shall report the 
same to Council, which will order or take appropriate action.  (8610 §5 4/1/58) 
 

303.06  REVOCATION OF LICENSE 
 The Chief of Police has the authority to revoke the license of a taxicab driver for the violation of this article.  (8610 §6 
4/1/58) 
 

303.99  PENALTY 
 Any person violating the provisions of this article shall be fined not more than Three Hundred ($300.00) Dollars or 
imprisoned not more than ninety (90) days or both.  (11995 §1 2/21/73) 

____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

ARTICLE 305 
TAXICAB DRIVER'S LICENSE 

305.01  Driver's License Required 
305.02  Qualifications and Application 
305.03  Photograph to be Attached to License; Display 
305.04  Fingerprints 
305.05  Fee for Driver's License 
305.06  Revocation 
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305.99  Penalty 
 

CROSS REFERENCES 
Passenger Solicitation and Acceptance - See Bus. & Tax 313.03 

Taxicab Tax - See Bus. & Tax 325.05 et seq. 
___________________________________________________ 

 
305.01  DRIVER'S LICENSE REQUIRED 

 No person shall drive a taxicab, and no person shall permit anyone to drive a taxicab, within the City without such 
driver having first obtained and paid for and having in force and effect a driver's license under the provisions of this article.  (4613 
§2 5/14/41) 
 

305.02  QUALIFICATIONS AND APPLICATION 
 Each applicant for a taxicab driver's license must comply with the following to the satisfaction of the Chief of Police: 
 
 A.  Must first have obtained a Pennsylvania State operator's driving license.  (12757 §1 3/4/87) 
 
 B.  Be eighteen (18) years of age or over.  (12757 §1 3/4/87) 
 
 C.  Fill out an application provided by the Chief of Police giving his/her full name, address, age, color, height, color of 
eyes and hair, place of birth, length of residence in the City, whether they are a citizen, have been convicted of a felony or 
misdemeanor, whether previously licensed by the State and whether their license has been revoked and for what cause.  (12757 
§1 3/4/87) 
 

305.03  PHOTOGRAPH TO BE ATTACHED TO LICENSE; DISPLAY 
 Each individual, upon application for a taxicab driver's license, will be photographed by the Bureau of Identification, and 
two prints will be made of each picture.  One shall be attached to the license in such a manner that it cannot be removed and 
another substituted without detection.  The license, bearing the photograph, shall be displayed in a conspicuous place in the cab 
so that the picture and reading thereon may be easily seen by the occupants or passengers in the cab.  No person shall remove 
a photograph from the license granted by the Police Department and substitute another thereon.  (4613 §4 and §8 5/14/41) 
 

305.04  FINGERPRINTS 
 Each individual shall file, with their application for a taxicab driver's license, impressions of their fingers of their right 
and left hand.  Such impressions shall be placed upon forms furnished by the Chief of Police, the impressions to be taken under 
the supervision of the Chief of Police or someone designated by him.  The second print of the photograph mentioned in Section 
315.03 is to be attached to the form bearing the fingerprint impressions and filed in the Bureau of Identification in the Bureau of 
Police.  (12757 §4 3/4/87) 
 

305.05  FEE FOR DRIVER'S LICENSE 
 At the time of application, the applicant shall pay a fee established in accordance with the requirements of the 
Administrative Information Manual (AIM).  This fee shall defray the costs of photographing and fingerprinting the licensee.  The 
license will be valid for a period of two (2) years from the date of issuance.  The fee for a renewal license shall be established in 
accordance with the requirements of the Administrative Information Manual (AIM).  (12757 §3 3/4/87) 
 

305.06  REVOCATION 
 The Chief of Police has the authority to revoke a taxicab driver's license for any violation of City ordinances. (4613 §8 
5/14/41) 
 

305.99  PENALTY 
 Any person violating the provisions of this article shall be fined not more than Three Hundred ($300.00) Dollars or 
imprisoned not more than ninety (90) days or both. 

____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

ARTICLE 307 
SOLICITORS AND CANVASSERS 

 
  307.01  License Required; Exceptions 

307.02  Canvasser or Solicitor Defined 
307.03  License Application 
307.04  Application Investigation; Disapproval of License Issuance 
307.05  License Fee; Determination and Exceptions 
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307.06  License Card Issuance and Contents 
307.07  Exhibition of License 
307.08  Police to Enforce 
307.09  Records to Reflect Violations 
307.10  License Revocation; Notice and Hearing 
307.11  Appeal to Council; Notice and Hearing 
307.12  Expiration of License 
307.13  Severability 
307.99  Penalty 

_____________________________________________________ 
 

307.01  LICENSE REQUIRED; EXCEPTIONS 
 No solicitor or canvasser as defined in Section 307.02 shall engage in the business of soliciting or canvassing within 
the corporate limits of the City without first obtaining a license therefore in compliance with the provisions of this Article, except: 
 
  1.  Members or employees of firms possessing a Business Privilege License issued by the City pursuant to 
Article 333; (12766 §1 5/6/87) 
 
  2.  Salesmen, manufacturers' representatives and agents, etc., selling goods to retail, wholesale, 
professional or industrial establishments.  (12766 §1 5/6/87) 
 
  No solicitor or canvasser shall engage in the business of soliciting or canvassing before 9:00 A.M. or after 
9:00 P.M.  (12766 §1 5/6/87) 
 

307.02  CANVASSER OR SOLICITOR DEFINED 
 "Canvasser" or "solicitor" means any individual, whether a resident of the City or not, traveling either by foot, wagon, 
automobile, motor truck or any other type of conveyance, from place to place, from house to house, or from street to street, 
selling or taking or attempting to take orders for sale of goods, wares and merchandise, books, magazines and periodicals, 
personal property of any nature whatsoever for future delivery, or for services to be furnished or performed in the future, whether 
or not such an individual has, carries or exposes for sale the subject of such sale, or a sample of the subject of such sale or 
whether he is collecting advance payments on such sales or not.  "Canvasser" or "solicitor" includes any person who, for 
themself, or for another person, firm or corporation, hires, leases, uses or occupies any building, structure, tent, railroad box car, 
boat, hotel room, lodging house, apartment, shop or any other place within the City for the sole purpose of exhibiting samples 
and taking orders for future delivery.  "Canvasser" or "solicitor" also includes any person who for themselves or for another 
person, firm or corporation, employs the telephone followed by a personal call for the sole purpose of attaining a signed order or 
contract or to deliver goods.  (11525 §2 12/3/68) 
 

307.03  LICENSE APPLICATION 
 Applicants for license under this article shall file with the Bureau of Finance an application, in writing in duplicate, on a 
form to be furnished by the officer, which shall give the following information: 
 
 1.  The name and a description of the applicant; 
 
 2.  The permanent home address and full local address of the applicant; 
 
 3.  The motor vehicle registration, if any, and Social Security number 
 
 4.  A brief description of the nature of the business and the goods or services to be sold or furnished; 
 
 5.  If employed, the name and address of the employer, together with credentials establishing the exact relationship; 
 
 6.  The length of time for which the right to do business is desired; 
 
 7.  The place where the goods or property proposed to be sold, or orders taken for the sale thereof, are manufactured 
or produced, where such goods or products are located at the time the application is filed, and the proposed method of delivery; 
 
 8.  A statement as to whether or not the applicant has been convicted of any crime, misdemeanor or violation of any 
municipal ordinance, the nature of the offense and the punishment or penalty assessed therefor; 
 
 9.  A statement as to whether the customer is to receive a signed receipt if a down payment is made. 
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 At the time of filing the application, the applicant shall submit copies of the receipt, contract and other forms that attend 
the sales transaction. 
 
 Any person, firm, corporation or organization subject to the provisions of this article may designate in writing one of his 
or its officers or employees to file the applications required herein.  (11525 §3 12/3/68; 12689 §2 12/18/85) 
 

307.04  APPLICATION INVESTIGATION; DISAPPROVAL OF LICENSE ISSUANCE 
  A.  Upon receipt of an application, the original shall be referred to the Chief of Police, who shall cause such investigation of the 
applicant's business and moral character to be made as the Chief deems necessary for the protection of the public good. 
 
  B.  If, as a result of such investigation, the applicant's character or business responsibility is found to be unsatisfactory, the 
Chief of Police shall endorse on the application a disapproval and reasons for the same, and return the application to the Bureau 
of Finance, who shall notify the applicant that the application is disapproved and that no license will be issued.  (12689 §2 
12/18/85) 
 
  C.  If, as a result of such investigation, the character and business responsibility of the applicant are found to be satisfactory, 
the Chief of Police shall endorse on the application an approval, execute a license addressed to the applicant for the carrying on 
of the business applied for and return the license, along with the application to the Bureau of Finance, who shall, upon payment 
of the prescribed license fee, issue a license to the applicant.  The license shall contain the signature and seal of the issuing 
officer and shall show the name, address and photograph of the licensee, the class of license issued and the kind of goods to be 
sold thereunder, the amount of fee paid, the date of issuance and the length of time the same shall be operative, as well as the 
license number and other identifying description of any vehicle used in such soliciting or canvassing.  The officer shall keep a 
permanent record of all licenses issued.  (11525 §4 12/3/68; 12689 §2 12/18/85) 
 

307.05  LICENSE FEES; DETERMINATION AND EXCEPTIONS 
  A.  The license fee which shall be charged by the Department of Administration and Finance for such license shall be Fifty 
($50.00) Dollars per calendar year, provided, however, where teams of solicitors or canvassers shall operate together, the 
license fee charged for all members of the team after the first shall be Twenty-five ($25.00) Dollars per year.  (12689 §1 
12/18/85) 
 
  B.  None of the license fees provided for by this Article shall be so applied as to occasion an undue burden upon interstate 
commerce.  In any case where a license fee is believed by a licensee or applicant for license to place an undue burden upon 
such commerce, he may apply to the Bureau of Finance for an adjustment of the fee so that it shall not be discriminatory, 
unreasonable, or unfair as to such commerce.  Such application may be made before, at, or within six (6) months after payment 
of the prescribed license fee.  The applicant shall, by affidavit and supporting testimony, show his method of business and the 
gross volume or estimated gross volume of business and such other information as the officer may deem necessary in order to 
determine the extent, if any, of such undue burden on such commerce.  The officer shall then conduct an investigation, 
comparing applicant's business with other businesses of like nature and shall make findings of fact from which he shall determine 
whether the fee fixed by this Article is unfair, unreasonable or discriminatory as to the applicant's business and shall fix as the 
license fee for the applicant, an amount that is fair, reasonable and non-discriminatory, or, if the fee has already been paid, shall 
order a refund of the amount over and above the fee so fixed.  In fixing the fee to be charged, the officer shall have the power to 
base the fee upon a percentage of gross sales, or any other method which will assure that the fee assessed shall be uniform with 
that assessed on businesses of like nature, so long as the amount assessed on businesses of like nature, so long as the amount 
assessed does not exceed the fees as prescribed by subsection (a) hereof.  Should the officer determine the gross sales 
measure of the fee to be the fair basis, he may require the applicant to submit, either at the time of termination of applicant's 
business in the City of Allentown or at the end of each three-month period, a sworn statement of the gross sales and pay the 
amount of fee therefore, provided that no additional fee during any one calendar year shall be required after the licensee shall 
have paid an amount equal to the annual license as prescribed in subsection (a) hereof.  (12689 §1 12/18/85) 
 
  C.  No fee shall be charged for a permit and license for non-commercial dissemination of economic, political, cultural or 
religious information.  (12689 §1 12/18/85) 
 
  D.  No fee shall be charged of any member of a chartered non-profit charitable service or youth organization.  (12689 §1 
12/18/85) 
 

307.06  LICENSE CARD ISSUANCE AND CONTENTS 
 The Bureau of Finance shall issue to each licensee at the time of delivery of his license a card which shall contain the 
words "Licensed Solicitor", the period for which the license is issued and the number of the license.  The card shall, during the 
time such license is engaged in soliciting, be carried constantly by the licensee.  (11525 §6 12/3/68) (12689 §2 12/18/85) 
 

307.07  EXHIBITION OF LICENSE 
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 Solicitors and canvassers are required to exhibit their licenses at the request of any citizen.  (11525 §7 12/3/68) 
 

307.08  POLICE TO ENFORCE 
 It shall be the duty of any police officer of the City to require any person seen soliciting or canvassing, and who is not 
known by such officer to be duly licensed, to produce his solicitor's or canvasser's license and to enforce the provisions of this 
article against any person found to be violating the same.  (11525 §8 12/3/68) 
 

307.09  RECORDS TO REFLECT VIOLATIONS 
 The Chief of Police shall report to the Bureau of Finance all convictions for violations of this article and the Officer shall 
maintain a record for each license issued and record the reports of violation therein.  (11525 §9 12/3/68) (12689 §2 12/18/85) 
 

307.10  LICENSE REVOCATION; NOTICE AND HEARING 
  A. Licenses issued under the provisions of this article may be revoked by the Bureau of Finance of the City; after notice and 
hearing, for any of the following causes: 
 
 1.  Fraud, misrepresentation, or false statement contained in the application for license; 
 
 2.  Fraud, misrepresentation or false statement made in the course of carrying on his business as solicitor or as 
canvasser; 
 
 3.  Any violation of the provisions of this article; 
 
 4.  Conviction of any crime or misdemeanor involving moral turpitude; or, 
 
 5.  Conducting the business of soliciting, or of canvassing, in an unlawful manner or in such a manner as to constitute 
a breach of the peace or to constitute a menace to the health, safety, or general welfare of the public. 
 
  B.  Notice of the hearing for revocation of a license shall be given in writing, setting forth specifically the grounds of complaint 
and the time and place of hearing.  The notice shall be mailed, postage prepaid, to the licensee at his last known address at least 
five days prior to the date set for hearing.  (11525 §10 12/3/68) (12689 §2 12/18/85) 
 

307.11  APPEAL TO COUNCIL; NOTICE AND HEARING 
 Any person aggrieved by the action of the Chief of Police or the Department of Administration and Finance in the 
denial of a license as provided in Section 307.04, or the action of the Bureau of Finance in the assessing of the fee as provided 
in Section 307.05(c) shall have the right of appeal to Council.  An appeal shall be taken by filing with Council, within fourteen 
days after notice of the action complained of has been mailed to such person's last known address, a written statement setting 
forth fully the grounds for the appeal.  Council shall set a time and place for a hearing on such appeal and notice of the hearing 
shall be given to the appellant in the same manner as provided in Section 307.10 for notice of hearing on revocation.  The 
decision and order of Council on such appeal shall be final and conclusive.  (11525 §11 12/3/68) (12689 §2 12/18/85) 
 

307.12  EXPIRATION OF LICENSE 
 All annual licenses issued under the provisions of this article shall expire on December 31 in the year of issue.  (11525 
§12 12/3/68) 

 
307.13  SEVERABILITY 

 The provisions of this article are declared to be severable and if any section, sentence, clause or phrase of this article 
shall, for any reason be held to be invalid or unconstitutional, such decision shall not affect the validity of the remaining sections, 
sentences, clauses and phrases of this article, but they shall remain in effect, it being the legislative intent that this article shall 
stand notwithstanding the invalidity of any part.  (11525  §14  12/3/68)  
 

307.99  PENALTY 
 Any person violating any of the provisions of this article shall, upon conviction thereof, be fined not more than Three 
Hundred ($300.00) Dollars or imprisoned not more than ninety (90) days, or both.  (11525 §13 12/3/68) 

 
ARTICLE 309 

TRANSPORTATION OF HOUSEHOLD GOODS 
 

309.01  Notification Required 
309.02  Notification Application 
309.03  Notification Issuance:  Contents and Fee 
309.99  Penalty 
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CROSS REFERENCES 

Power to License - See 3rd Class §2601 - (53 P.S. §37601) 
_____________________________________________________________ 

 
309.01  NOTIFICATION REQUIRED 

 No person or persons, firm or corporation, shall move or cause to be moved, from any place within the City to another 
place within or beyond the limits thereof, any household goods in bulk, without first notifying the Police Department.  (12693 §1 
1/15/86) 

 
309.02  NOTIFICATION APPLICATION 

 Any of the aforesaid person or persons, firm or corporation covered in Section 320.01 shall notify the Police 
Department setting forth:  the name and address of the applicant; the names of the owners or reputed owners of the property to 
be moved; and the address and location from which the property is to be removed and the new address or location of the place 
to which the property is to be moved.  Any no parking signs issued for the date of the move shall cost Five ($5) Dollars each. 
(12693 §2 1/15/86; 14108 §1 8/7/03) 
 

309.03  NOTIFICATION ISSUANCE; CONTENTS AND FEE 
 The Police Department shall upon application being made as provided for in Section 309.02 issue a permit for which a 
charge of Three ($3) Dollars shall be made, setting forth the name of the permittee as well as the name or names of the owners 
of the goods to be moved and the address from which the goods are to be moved and the address to which the goods are to be 
delivered.  This permit shall be signed by the police officer in charge at that time.  (12693 §2 1/15/86; 14108 §1 8/7/03) 
 

309.99  PENALTY 
 Any person violating the provisions of this article or furnishing false information to the Police Department, or using false 
names or addresses, shall be fined not more than One Hundred ($100.00) Dollars or imprisoned not more than ten (10) days, or 
both.  (11550 §4 12/31/68; 14108 §1 8/7/03) 

_______________________________________________ 
 

ARTICLE 311 
SPECIAL EVENTS 

 
311.01   Authorization 
311.02   Permit Required 
311.03   Permit Applications 
311.04   Advertising for Private Profit Prohibited 
311.05   Permit Issuance and Denial Standards 
311.06   Compliance with Ordinances, Regulations, Conditions 
311.07   Notice of Permit Issuance 
311.08   Revocation of Permit 
311.09   Special Events Services 
311.10   Special Services Fee 
311.11   Waiver of Fees 
311.12   Prohibited Acts 
311.095   Public Safety Services Right of First Refusal  
311.99   Penalty  

 
CROSS REFERENCES 

Power to prohibit street obstructions  - See 53 P.S. §37403(16) 
Power to regulate parades - See Motor Vehicle Code, 75 Pa.C.S. §6109(3) 

 
 The first regulations were passed by City Council and signed by the Mayor on September 22, 1995 in Ordinance 13352 
and amended by 13393 which established exemptions for veteran's groups.  
 

 
311.01  AUTHORIZATION 

 Under and subject to the provisions of this article, it is lawful to hold special events such as exhibits, fairs, athletic 
events, parades, concerts, block parties, church events or conventions  in the City of Allentown. (13352 §1 9/22/95) 
 

311.02  PERMIT REQUIRED 
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 All special events such as exhibits, fairs, athletic events, parades, concerts, block parties, church events or 
conventions, occupying, marching or assembling upon any street or public area of the City are permitted only after a permit for 
the holding thereof has been granted by the Mayor or his designee. (13352 §1 9/22/95) 
 

311.03  PERMIT APPLICATIONS 
  A.  Applications for special events shall be made to the Mayor or his designee at least ten working days before the date 
selected for the holding of such special event and shall be made on official forms furnished by the City for that purpose.  The 
Mayor or his designee may exercise discretion in considering any application not made at least ten working days in advance. 
 
  B.  The application for such permit shall state the names and addresses of the officers of the group or organization desiring to 
hold the special event, the name of the individual who shall be in charge thereof, the purpose of the special event, the date and 
time of the special event, the streets or public areas upon which the special event shall be held and any other such information 
as the Mayor or his designee deems necessary.  Such special event shall not be held at any other time or on any other streets or 
public area other than those specified in the permit application. 
 
  C.  Applications for special events permits shall be accompanied by a fee.  The exact fee shall be established by the Mayor and 
adopted by Administrative Regulation (AIM) in such amount as he may determine to be sufficient to cover the administrative cost 
of processing the permit. (13352 §1 9/22/95)   
 

311.04  ADVERTISING FOR PRIVATE PROFIT PROHIBITED 
 No permit shall be issued authorizing the conduct of a special event which the Mayor or his designee finds is proposed 
to be held for the sole purpose of advertising any product, goods, wares, merchandise or commercial event, and is designed to 
be held purely for private profit. (13352 §1 9/22/95) 
 

311.05  PERMIT ISSUANCE AND DENIAL STANDARDS 
  A.  Standards for issuance.  The Mayor or his designee shall issue a special events permit conditioned upon the applicant's 
written agreement to comply with the terms of such permit unless the Mayor or his designee finds any of the following: 
 
 1.  The time, size and location of the special event will disrupt to an unreasonable extent the movement of traffic or the 
public peace; 
 
 2.  The special event is of a size or nature that the diversion of so great a number of police officers of the City that 
reasonable police protection would be denied to the City; 
 3.  Such special event will interfere with another special event for which a permit has already been issued.  
 
  B.  Standards for denial.  The Mayor or his designee shall deny an application for a special events permit and notify the 
applicant of such denial where: 
 
 1.  The Mayor or his designee makes any finding contrary to the findings required to be made for the issuance of a 
permit; 
 
 2.  The information contained in the application is to be found to be false or nonexistent in any material detail; 
 
 3.  The applicant refuses to agree to abide by or comply with all conditions of the permit. (13352 §1 9/22/95) 
 

311.06  COMPLIANCE WITH ORDINANCES, REGULATIONS, CONDITIONS 
 Any special event shall be subject to all City Ordinances and resolutions, such as those pertaining to noise and sound 
devices, and to any regulations which may be prescribed by the Mayor or his designee as applicable to such special events and 
to any other conditions imposed by the Mayor or his designee in the permit.  Failure to comply with any City Ordinance, 
resolution or regulation, any condition imposed in the permit or any applicable State or Federal law shall result in the immediate 
revocation of the permit and suspension of the special event. (13352 §1 9/22/95) 
 

311.07  NOTICE OF PERMIT ISSUANCE 
 Immediately upon the granting of a permit for a special event, the Mayor or his designee shall send a copy thereof to 
the following individuals: 
 1.  Chief of Police 
 2.  Fire Chief 
 3.  Director of Public Works 
 4.  Director of Administration and Finance. 
 5.  Director of Community Development 

(13352 §1 9/22/95) 
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311.08  REVOCATION OF PERMIT 
 Any permit for a special event issued pursuant to this article may be summarily revoked by the Mayor or his designee 
at anytime when by reason of disaster, public calamity, riot or other emergency, the Mayor or his designee deems that the safety 
of the public, including the participants in the event, or property requires such revocation.  Notice of such action revoking a permit 
shall be delivered in writing to the permittee by United States Mail. (13352 §1 9/22/95) 
 

 311.09  SPECIAL EVENTS SERVICES 
  A.  Whenever a special event, including but not limited to, exhibits, fairs, athletic events, parades, concerts, block parties, 
church events or conventions, requires any permit under the provisions of any City of Allentown Ordinance, the Chief of Police 
may, when necessary to protect the peace and public safety as a condition of issuance of the permit, require that patrol or 
security officers or equipment be provided. 
 

311.095 PUBLIC SAFETY SERVICES RIGHT OF FIRST REFUSAL 
As a condition of any lease, license or permit for the use of City property for large gathering that may require emergency medical 
stand-by services, Allentown Emergency Medical Services (EMS) shall have the right of first refusal to provide such services. 
(14965 §1 3/21/11) 
 
 
  B.  The number of patrol or security officers or equipment provided are subject to approval by the Chief of Police, based on an 
evaluation of the number of people involved in the event, the area of the City to be covered by the event and the location of the 
event. 
 
  C.  Whenever patrol or security officers or equipment shall be provided by the Police Department, the applicant for permit shall 
deposit with the City security, in a form acceptable to the Director of Administration and Finance, or cash in an amount sufficient 
to guarantee payment for the cost of providing special police services. 
 
  D.  Whenever a person holding an event not requiring a permit requests special police services, the provisions of this section 
shall apply. (13352 §1 9/22/95) 
 

311.10  SPECIAL SERVICES FEE  
  A.  Upon application to hold a special event, a request for public safety services shall be made at which time an estimate will be 
given as to the cost to provide such services.  These estimates will be given by the Bureau providing the service to the Police 
Department who will then notify the applicant.  A deposit for these services will be required prior to the event and services being 
provided.  After the event is complete and a true cost of services has been calculated, the applicant will be notified of the 
remaining balance due.  The request for emergency medical stand-by services shall be made directly with Allentown EMS and 
the reimbursement for services will be handled directly with that Bureau.  The total amount charged will not exceed the cost of 
providing the public safety service.  (13393 §1 4/18/96 §1 14873 §1 3/21/11) 
) 
 
  B.  For purposes of this ordinance, "special police services" include but are not limited to patrol or security officers or equipment 
for special events. 
 
  C.  For purposes of this ordinance, "special administrative services" include but are not limited to, providing barricades, traffic 
cones, signs, or clean-up for special events. (13352 §1 9/22/95)  
 

311.11  WAIVER OF FEES 
  A.  Permit fees and special services fees shall be waived for government agencies, veterans' organizations and City-supported 
events upon application therefore.  (13393 §1 4/18/96) 
 
  B.  Where the total cost of special services provided are less than or equal to the sum of One Hundred ($100.00) Dollars, a 
deduction of One Hundred ($100.00) Dollars may be made for special administrative services. (13352 §1 9/22/95; 13393 §1 
4/18/96) 
 

311.12  PROHIBITED ACTS 
 No person shall knowingly join or participate in any special event conducted under a permit from the Mayor or his 
designee in violation of any of the terms of such permit, nor knowingly participate in any such special event without the consent 
or over the objection of the permittee, nor in any manner interfere with its progress or orderly conduct. (13352 §1 9/22/95) 
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311.99 PENALTY 
 Whoever violates any provision of this article shall, upon conviction thereof, be fined not more than six hundred dollars 
($600.00) and costs of prosecution, and in default of payment thereof, shall be imprisoned for not more than thirty (30) days.  In 
the case of a permittee's violation of any provisions of this article, the individual designated upon the permit as the responsible 
party shall be considered the violator. (13352 §1 9/22/95) 
 

ARTICLE 313 
BUSINESS LICENSE 

 
313.01  License Required 
313.02  Application 
313.03  Fee 
313.04  Posting License 
313.05  Expiration of License 
313.99  Penalty 

_____________________________________________________ 
 

313.01  LICENSE REQUIRED 
 Any person desiring to conduct, transact, or engage in any business, trade, profession or other activity within the City 
shall obtain a Business License. (13383 §1 3/7/96) 
 

313.02  APPLICATION 
 Applicants for license under this Article shall file with the Department of Administration and Finance an application, on 
a form to be furnished by the Department.  To be considered completed, a license fee shall accompany the application. (13383 
§1 3/7/96) 
 

313.03  FEE 
 The license fee, which shall be collected by the Department of Administration and Finance, shall be set by 
Administrative Regulation. (13383 §1 3/7/96) 
 

313.04  POSTING LICENSE 
 The license shall be conspicuously posted in the place of business for which the license is issued.  In cases where 
more than one business location exists, a separate license or copy thereof shall be issued for posting. (13383 §1 3/7/96) 
 

313.05  EXPIRATION OF LICENSE 
 For the year beginning October 1, 1996, a license issued under the provisions of this Article shall be valid for a fifteen 
(15) month period and shall expire on December 31, 1997. 
 
 Thereafter, all licenses issued under the provisions of this Article shall be issued on an annual basis, expiring on 
December 31 of the year of issue. (13383 §1 3/7/96) 
 

313.99  PENALTY 
 Any person who conducts, transacts or engages in any business, trade, profession or other activity within the City 
without a valid Business License shall, upon summary conviction before any Lehigh County District Justice be fined not more 
than Five Hundred ($500.00) Dollars for any one offense, recoverable with costs and restitution, or imprisoned not more than 
ninety (90) days, if the amount of such fine and costs are not paid.  Each day of a continuing violation shall be considered a 
separate offense.  (13383 §1 3/7/96; 14404 §2 7/28/06) 

_____________________________________________________ 
 

ARTICLE 314 
BUSINESS RENTALS 

 
  314.01  Purpose 
  314.02  Business Rentals 
  314.99  Penalty 

314.01  PURPOSE 
 The purpose of this legislation is to enable the City to gain compliance with codes. 
 

314.02  BUSINESS RENTALS 
 Any landlord must provide, to the City, a list of the business that works out of said rental property to the Department of 
Finance. 
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314.99  PENALTY 
 Any landlord or property owner who violates the provisions of this Ordinance shall be subject to a fine of not more than 
Six Hundred ($600) Dollars for each and every offense. (14256 §1 1/20/05) 


